has pointed out that the first description of cervical adenitis as a complication of erysipelas usually attributed to Chomel is really due to Saint-Simon.
Puerperal mortality.-Seven cases of deaths in child-bed among the court ladies are mentioned (2, 359; I0, 365; iI, 98; iI, 435; I4, 287; I7, 144 and Ig, 449) . With the exception of the Duchesse de Melun (14, 287) , whose death was due to post-partum hamorrhage attributed by Saint-Simon to her refusal to be bled in pregnancy, there is nothing to indicate whether the deaths in the other cases were due to infection or not. Malaria was remarkably prevalent at Versailles and Marly owing to the marshes in these districts. We know from the Journal de la Sante du Roi (Le Roi) that Louis XIV was attacked. On two occasions Saint-Simon himself developed tertian fever, once in 1707 (6, 104) when he was at Forges, and later in 1719 (17, 257) when Mme Saint-Simon also had a malignant fever with which she was extremely ill for six weeks ('7, 235) .
As in the case of mercury for syphilis, cinchona was occasionally used in excess as we learn from the case of M. de Beauvilliers, who Saint-Simon says was killing himself with cinchona to arrest an obstinate fever accompanied by a troublesome diarrheea (3, 43), a condition which may well have been typhoid fever. From lack of detail it is of course impossible to determine what was the nature of the fever which was the cause of death of the Dauphine (io, 79), M. de Soubise (io, 221) and Fenelon (iI, 437) . For the same reason it cannot be said whether the form of low fever mentioned by Saint-Simon as occurring in Flanders among the troops during the campaigns of Louis XIV was trench fever, as suggested by Strong, or not. Plague.
-Several references are made to the great epidemic of plague which occurred at Marseilles in 1720, spread over a large part of Provence, and did not come to an end until 1722 (2, 29; 7, 70; I8, 46) . In 1723 when the epidemic had quite died out Saint-Simon relates that the barriers .were removed, commerce was re-established with all foreign countries and thanksgivings were offered in all the churches of the kingdom (ig, 439) .
Chronic diseases.-Among chronic infections mentioned by Saint-Simon syphilis under the name of verole undoubtedly holds the first place. As I have discussed this subject at some length in the British Journal of Dermatology and Syphilis (1941), I will deal with the matter here very briefly. Particularly severe attacks of bone syphilis occurred in the cases of the Duc de Vendome (2, 65, 419; 3, 67; 5, 133) and his brother the Grand Prior (5, 140) . Both the Duke and another eminent soldier, M. de Vaudemont (6, 11) , underwent the " grand remedy " which produced abundant salivation owing to the large amount of mercury employed. Several other examples of syphilis among the courtiers are mentioned in the Memoires, including cases of noble ladies infected by their husbands.
As regards Louis XIV, though he was doubtless often exposed to infection owing to his promiscuous behaviqur in the early days of his reign, when, as we learn from the Journal de la Sante du Roi, he undoubtedly contracted gonorrhoea, there is no evidence in the Memoires or elsewhere that he acquired syphilis. Cardinal Dubois, one of the most profligate men of a licentious age, and the subject of genito-urinary disease for which he was operated on by the famous surgeon La Peyronie, was probably also another subject of gonorrhoeal infection (20, 5).
Tuberculosis.-Many cases of lung disease probably of a tuberculous nature find mention in the Memoires, of which the following are examples: The Duchesse de Berwick died of " Consomption " at Montpellier, where her husband had taken her for a change of air (2, 84).
The Duc de Caderousse who had long been very ill with his ch-est made a perfect recovery under treatment by Caretti, a well-known quack (2, 136), while Pere Valois, a celebrated Jesuit (2, 425), and the Marquis de Saint-Simon, the oldest member of the writer's family (io, 222 and 15, 302) , both died of a "chest disease" (2, 425), and "phthisie" carried off a Spanish nobleman named Duc de Liria (x8, 384). The most remarkable case was that of Mme de Clerambault of whom the following description suggests a combination of pulmonary and laryngeal tuberculosis: "When young she almost died of a chest disease and was strong minded enough to pass a whole year without uttering a word " (3, 384; ig, 427) . It may not be generally known that an Honorary Fellow of this Society and a former President of this Section when suffering from laryngeal tuberculosis also adopted this silent regimen and made a complete recovery.
As regards the extrapulmonary localization of tuberculosis, it is remarkable how many of Saint-Simon's personages, of whom the most notable example was Guy Crescent Fagon, Louis XIV's physician (3, 337), were described as hunchbacks (bossus), though of course it is impossible to say whether the spinal deformity in every case was due to tuberculosis.
An example of "King's Evil" is afforded by Mme de Soubise and several of het children who were all " touched " by Louis XIV but without success (7, 60) . Another instance of the " King's Evil " was that of the Queen of Spain. It did not, however, prevent her uxorious husband from sleeping with her until a few days befoje her death (ig, 66).
Leprosy.-This disease is mentioned once, the patient in question being M. de Lavardin, lieutenant general of Brittany, who is said to have inherited the disease from the Rostaing family to which his mother belonged (3, 209).
Goutt.-As might well be expected owing to their indulgence in highly nitrogenous diet, large consumption of alcohol and lack of exercise, a great number of the courtiers were victims of gout. Among the most emninent of about forty sufferers mentioned by Saint-Simon were Louis XIV himself who had numerous protracted attacks (i, 10.; 4, 437; 5, 19; 8, 59; 12, 312; 13, 98; ig, 442) , Saint-Simon's father (I, 47), the Prince de Conti (7, 41), NI. de Boufflers (7, 362) , and the Duc de Vendome (8, 421).
Canzcer.-About half a dozen cases of cancer are mentioned in the Me'Woires (i, 319, 416; io, 186; '3,'136; I4, 51; 20, 65) , all but one of which were in women. In only three cases, however, was the site mentioned, the breast being affected in two and the mouth in one. In one of them (Mme de Vieuville) it is stated that she kept the cancer secret until two days before death, and only her maid knew about it and dressed it (I3, 136), whil-e in the other (Mme Bouchu) the breast was amputated and the patient did not die until many years later of pneumonia (io, 186) . The only case of cancer in a man was that of the Duc de Lauzun, in whom the mouth was the seat of the lesion (20, 63). Nervous Diseases.-About forty cases of apoplexy are mentioned, the most notable subjects being La Bruyere (I, 323), the Duchesse de Bouillon (ii, 104), and the Duke of Marlborough (Ig, 325), of whom Saint-Simon relates that for more than three years before his death an apoplexy had so weakened him that he wept almost incessantly and was no longer capable of anything. Of James II Saint-Simon states that he developed paralysis of part of the body without the head being affected (3, 85) .
Other evidence of instability of the nervous system mentioned by Saint-Simon is the occurrence of tics, examples of which were noted in Mme de Nemours (6, 60) tic of the shoulder, Duchesse de Chatillon (6, 299) facial tic, Peter the Great (I4, 427) facial tic, and Don Michel Guerra (ig, 36), whose case is vividly described as follows: "In spite of good health he showed a strange ailment; his head turned convulsively, to the left side. Usually this was slight but almost continuous with little jerks. He was already in this state when he visited Paris on his return from Milan to Spain. Afterwards'qit increased and its violence was sometimes so great that his chin passed over his shoulder for a few moments, several times in succession. I saw him at home, his elbow on his table, holding his head with his hand to keep it still, or in bed, so as to control it better. He spoke to me about it freely, and it did not prevent conversation. He had tried several remedies in Italy and Spain without success and had sought advice in Madrid. He did not get any considerable or long-standing relief except in the baths at Bareges, and he was on the point of (5, 153) . finother instance of the kind was that of Mme Desmarets (13, 167-8), who became demented after an attack of smallpox.
Other cases of psychosis in the Me'moires are those of M. de Tracy, who developed a traumatic psychosis following a wound in Flanders and died in the aslyum of Charenton some years later (4, 346). The Duchesse de Charoste appears to have been a borderland case. This lady died at the age of 51 after more than ten years' illness without being able to be moved from her bed, see any light, hear the slightest sound, utter more than two words consecutively or-change her linen more than two or three times a year, and always demanding extreme unction after such an effort (Io, 282). The mysterious condition known as " vapours ", which according to Saint-Simon was first described by the Abbe' Testu (5, 194), appears to have been a sort of neurasthenia.
It is mentioned as occurring in seven other persons beside the Abbe, all but one of whom were men, viz. Chamillart (5, 358), Pontchartrain (6, 294) , Louis XIV (I3, 93), the King of Spain (I4, 67, 244), the Duc de Noailles ('5, 48), Mme de Chevry (I7, 467), and the Duc de Veragua (i8, 409).
Alcoholism.-I have dealt at some length elsewhere (1940) with the prevalence of alcoholism among the members of the court of Louis XIV and the Regent which can be explained if not excused by the terrible 'monotony of their life. Cannan remarks that " there was nothing to do at Versailles except to contemplate the king's majestic person fro,m morning to night". The most notorious example of collective alcoholism at this time was furnished by the suppers of the Duke of Orleans which were attended by persons whom he called his routes (13, 357). These consisted of his mistresses, and other society ladies of easy virtue, army officers and others whose pleasure lay in deep drinking, blasphemy and licentious talk. The scandal provoked by these suppers induced Saint-Simon on several occasions to remonstrate with the Regent (I2, 58-9; I3, 359; I4, 279), who made a promise to reform which he never fulfilled. Mme de Vendome was an example of familial alcoholism, as her husband, the celebrated general, in addition to being syphilitic was a man of intemperate habits, and her brother-in-law, the Grand Prior, another syphilitic subject, for forty years never went to bed without being carried there dead drunk by his lackeys (I2, 106). Mme de Vend6me died at the early age of 41 " worn out by strong drink of which she had a cabinet full " (I5, 322). Louis XIV himself, though an enormous eater (x2, 314, 384), appears to have been onlv a moderate drinker (I2, 513). In case Saint-Simon's picture of alcoholism should be discredited on the ground of his being anything but an impartial witness, as he himself admits (20, 91), confirmatory evidence, as Le Breton points out, of the prevalence of alcoholism among the courtiers is offered by contemporary writers, particularly La BruyZere, Bussv-Rabutin, Courtils de Sandras and Duclos.
Sutrgical diseases and operations.-Stone in the bladder. Of thirteen operations mentioned in the Me'moires five were for this condition. The first was performed on Fagon, the King's physician, by Mareschal who removed a very large stone (3, 337). The second case was the Marechal de Lorges, Saint-Simon's father-in-law. He was operated on by the itinerant lithotomist FrZere Jacques, who refused any other help or advice but that of Milet, a surgeon major in De Lorges' bodyguard. Death took place three days after the operation (4, 34-5). The third case was that of the Comte d'Avaux, French Ambassador to Holland, who also died, at the age of 74, after a second operation for stone bv an unnamed surgeon (7, 79). The fourth case was that of the Comte de Toulouse who was successfully operated on by Mareschal, and made an uninterrupted recoverv. Mareschal received 10,000 crowns as a fee which he reluctantly accepted by the King's orders (io, 17) . The fifth was Dangeau, the author of the well-known Memoires, who in addition to operation for fistula in ano underwent two lithotomies (I8, 64). On none of these occasions is the name of the surgeon given. An operation for an abscess of the bladder, probably of gonorrhoeal origin, was performed in the course of five minutes on Cardinal Dubois by La Peyronie, the king's chief Surgeon, in the presence of Mareschal, Chirac and other celebrated physicians and surgeons. Death took place twenty-four hours later (20, 5). Mention is made of four cases of operation for fistula in ano which became as fashionable a complaint after the operation for this condition on Louis XIV as appendicitis did more than two centuries later in the case of Edward VII. The first operation was performed by Mareschal on CourSillon, a man of depraved tastes which were popularly regarded as the cause of the condition (5, 271) . He subsequently underwent re-amputation of the thigh for a wound received at Malplaquet (8, 115) . The second case was that of Dangeau (v. supra). The third oporation for fistula in ano was performed on a lady, Mime de Saint-Geran, with successful results (7, 436). The fourth was performed on the Cardinal de Mailly (i8, 193) . Recovery was uneventful for five months apart from a slight discharge which suddenly stopped, the heart became affected, and he died ten to twelve hours later.
Of the three remaining successful operations, one was performed by Mareschal, which consisted in free incision of Saint-Simon's arm for cellulitis following phlebotomy carried out by Drain, one of the court surgeons (4, 254-5), and another was a radical cure of double inguinal hernia in the Marechal de Villeroy by an unnamed surgeon (2, 221).
In the case of an amputation of the breast for cancer in Mme Bouchu, who made a good recovery and died manv years later of pneumonia, the name of the surgeon is also not given (io, 186) . In this connexion reference may be made to the case of the Duchesse de Sully who "had an abscess in a place which her modesty would not allow
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her to show to a surgeon. Her maid dressed-it for some time and explained the case to a surgeon waiting behind the door. She did what he prescribed, but the method of treatment soon brought her to her grave" (I8, 130). Finally the Memoires contain brief indications of three diseases long before they were described in scientific medicine. These references are all the more interesting as, so far as I have been able to ascertain, they have not received any mention in the historical account of the diseases in question. The first of these, which seems to be a description of achondroplasia, was that of the Abbe de Baudrun who presented the following appearance: " Being an absolute dwarf and extremely lame he joined the Church. In spite of his twisted legs and enormous head he was nevertheless very enterprising with women for winning whose favours he possessed great talents" (2, 413 ; 9, 26) . This Abbe thus closely resembles the patient named " Anatol '" described by Pierre Marie who emphasizes the erotic tendencies of achondroplasics. The next case, which seems to be one of spondylitis deformans, is that of Joyeux, Monseigneur's chief valet and Governor of Meudon, of whom Saint-Simon's description is as follows: " His back remained flat, but it seemed to be broken down below where it stuck out and Joyeux walked as if he was folded in two" (5, 148).
Lastly the case of the Comte de Beuvron, " who diesI very young, losing his blood by the pores of his skin, a disease about which very little is known by doctors", was obviously an example of hiemophilia which, according to Bulloch and Fildes was "entirely undescribed as a distinct morbid entity before the beginning of the nineteenth century " (I4, 50).
SAINT-SIMON AND THE MEDICAL PROFESSION
Saint-Simon, like many other eminent laymen before and since his time, does not appear to have had any liking f6r doctors as a class, as is shown by the frequency with which he declared that they did not understand the nature of the disease which they w,ere treating, as in the cases of the Cofnte d'Auvergne (6, 130), Marechal d'Huxelles (8, 102), Sezanne (ii, 233), the Duchesse d'Orleans (12, 61), M. de Maisons (12, 301), and the King of Spain (I6, 77). On more than one occasion he relates that a quack had been successful, if only temporarily, where the Faculty had failed, as in the cases of Marechal de Boufflers (9, 424), Louis XIV (I2, 377), and Mme de Berri ('7, 228) . Du Chesne, Fagon's successor as physician to the king's children, receives special praise for not being boastful like most doctors (5, 361), while of Helvetius, Boudin's successor as ordinary physician to the king, he states that he never indulged in gossip like most doctors (7, 115) . On the other hand he is unsparing in his eulogy of individual doctors, particularly Fagon (I, 110), physician to Louis XIV, Mareschal his surgeon (4, 121-2) and Hyghens the King of Spain's physician (I9, 14-15t. D'Aquin, Fagon's predecessor is described as a great courtier, but as avaricious, crafty and over-reaching (i, 109) . In the case of Chirac, physician to the Regent and afterwards to Louis XV, an acknowledgment of his' medical competence is more than counterbalanced by a condemnation of his irreligion and audacity (II, 437; 13, 258; '5, 320) . The following appreciations of Fagon and Mareschal, Louis XIV's most eminent physician and surgeon respectively, deserve to be quoted in full: " Fagon was one of the finest and best minds in Europe, interested in everything related to his profession, a great botanist, a good chemist, a clever surgeon, an excellent physician, a great practitioner. His knowledge was extensive, no one was a better physicist than he; he had a good understanding of the different departments of mathematics. He was quite disinterested. He was a keen frie'nd but a relentless foe. He loved virtue, honour, valour, science, industry and merit, and always tried to support them without any other reason. He was the most implacable enemy of those he called charlatans, that is, persons who pretended to have secret remedies, and his prejudices carried him too far in this respect. He loved his Faculty of Montpellier and worshipped medicine. In his opinion it was not permissible to treat any one. except by a recognized medical method sanctioned by the Faculties whose laws and orders he regarded as sacred. At the same time he was a subtle courtier and had a perfect knowledge of the king, Mme de Maintenon, the court and society. He had been the doctor of the king's children since Mme de Maintenon had been Louis XIV's housekeeper, and that was how he had been connected with her. The favour and consideration shown him, which were extreme, never let him forget his place" (I, 1 10-1). Many years later, however, when Fagon'was in poor health and showed a remarkable physical and mental decline, Saint-Simon on quite inadequate grounds, as Le Roi has shown, accused him of being responsible for the premature death of the king (12, 312).
Fagon's international reputation led William III to consult him twice. On the first occasion the English king disguised himself as a cure and was sent away abruptly with the advice to prepare for an early death. On the next occasion, when William consulted him without disguise, Fagon recognized him, and though he did not express a different opinion, was more considerate and prescribed a treatment likely to prolong his life if not to cure the disease (3, 396). On his retirement Fagon took a house belonging to the Jardin du Roi where he devoted his time to the study of rare and medicinal plants, literature and medicine. " He died ", says Saint-Simon, "in a very pious manner and at a great age for so deformed and cacochymatous a man" (15, (299) (300) .
The sketch of Mareschal, with whom Saint-Simon was on very intimate terms, is almost equally eulogistic with that of Fagon (4, 121-2). " He surpassed all in reputation and skill. Besides his professional capacity he was a man who with very little wit had much common sense, was full of honour, probity and aversion for the opposite, straightforward, frank, true and very free in showing that he was so, a good and thoroughly honest man and very serviceable." , High praise is also given to an Irishman named Hyghens, first physician to the king of Spain and a doctor of several universities including that of Montpellier, who attended Saint-Simon during his attack of smallpox in Spain (I8, 357). He is described as being an excellent doctor with a good knowledge of surgery, literature and art as well as of drugs (ig, 14-15) . A special place is occupied by Helvetius (3, 82-3) " a big Dutchman who owing to his not having taken a degree in medicine was detested by doctors and especially by Fagon. He had long been busy in Paris, curing many persons who had been given up by doctors, especially the poor whom he treated with great charity ". He appears to have been particularly successful in his treatment of diarrhoea, dysentery, smallpox and other toxic diseases. He introduced the treatment of dysentery by ipecacuanha which he first employed as a secret remedy, but subsequently sold the secret of its composition to the king.
Another physician of whom Saint-Simon had a good word to say was Dodart who succeeded Poirier as first physician to Louis XV, and was described as " a very honourable, moral and mild mannered man, averse to trickery and intrigue " (I5, 319). Mention may also be made of a doctor named Petit, for many years physician to Monseigneur who died in 1702 at a great age and was succeeded by Boudin. " He possessed ", says Saint-Simon, " intelligence, knowledge and experience, and was a man of honour, and yet he died without ever having consented to admit the circulation of the blood (4, 21)." Other eminent surgeons mentioned by Saint-Simon besides Mareschal are Felix who had operated on Louis XIV for fistula in ano in 1683, bled Monseigneur for an attack of acute indigestion (3, 138) , and set the Duc de Rochefoucauld's arm which he had broken while riding (3, 421) , and La Peyronie who operated on Cardinal Dubois for an abscess of the bladder (20, 5) . He is described as a great surgeon whp proved himself to be a great amd clever courtier and gained much reputation in the court and in society (I7, 143). Lastly mention should be made of Boulduc, the king's apothecary, who like his father had always been much attached to Saint-Simon himself. Saint-Simon declared that he knew at least as much as the best doctors as well as being a man of honour, discretion and good sense (Io, 95) . It is probable that Saint-Simon was indebted to him as to Mareschal for much information on medical matters.
Numerous unqualified practitioners fi.gure in the Memoires. Of these the most notable were Frere Jacques, the lithotomist, and Caretti, an Italian quack, who in spite of the Faculty amassed a considerable fortune.
He treated the Duc de Luxembourg for pneumonia, which had been regarded as hopeless by Fagon, by secret remedies which had often succeeded and caused some relief but only for a few moments (I, 232) . He was successful, however, in the treatment of a wound of M. de la Feuillade (2, 136), and of the Duc de Caderousse who had long been suffering from a chest disease (8, 415) . Both these cases, according to Saint-Simon, had been regarded as hopeless by their doctors. Another successful quack was a man named Garrus, who employed an elixir, the secret of which was bought by Louis XV, in the cases of Marechal de Villeroy (I7, 155) and Mme de Berri (17, 228) . Louis XIV was attended on more than one occasion by a quack.
One of these was Lavienne who supplied him with aVhrodisiacs (I, 275; 2, 74) , and the other was a peasant from Provence named Le Brun who came to Versailles during the king's last illness with an elixir which he said cured gangrene. The condition of Louis XIV was then so desperate that, in spite of Fagon's protest, it was tried and was followed by temporary improvement (12, 377-8 ). In connexion with unqualified practice reference may be made to an attack of apoplexy of Saint-Simon's father-in-law, Marechal de Lorges, who was so extremely ill that the doctors despaired of his recovery. Saint-Simon, however, gave him 130 drops of Gouttes d'Angleterre (black drops) in three doses and complete recovery resulted (I, 261-2) .
MISCELLANEOUS TOPICS
Longevity.-Le Breton has drawn attentiorn to the large number of octogenarians of both sexes mentioned by Saint-Simon, and cruelly remarks that they must indeed have been robust to have reached an advanced age in spite of the attention of their doctors with their bleedings, purgings and other remedies. I have myself counted 66 persons in the Memoires who were 80 or over at the time of their deaths, 60 being octogenarians, 5 nonagenarians and 1 a centenarian, the Marquis de Mancera, a grandee of Spain, whose peculiarity was that he never ate bread or anything in its place and retained his health and mental faculties until the end (I8, 489) . The best known of the other long-lived individuals were Saint-Simon himself and Jean Bart, the' celebrated seaman (3, 400) aged 80, PZere La Chaise, the ecclesiastic (7, 45) aged 85, Princesse des Ursins (ig, 424). aged 85, and the Comte de Gramont (5, 333) aged 86. Louis XIV, it may be mentioned, was only three years short of 80 at the time of his death.
Sexology.-The eighteenth century was the age of sexual athletes, the example being set by Louis XIV, whose powers in this respect even at an advanced age made Mime de Maintenon complain to her confessor (Mongredien) . The palm, however, must be given, even if allowance be made for some exaggeration, to the Abbe de Grandpre, whose sexual capacity far exceeded that of Catullus and of whom Saint-Simon gives the following description: " He was a kind of imbecile and behaved just like one. . . His body, however, was not like his mind, and women had given him the name of Abbe' Quatorze which had stuck to him and this prodigy had become so notorious that its singularity had become an excuse for mentioning it" (8, 119) . In striking contrast with this case were three examples of impotence. The first of them was the Duc de Coislin (8, 164) , who nevertheless had an artress as his mistress. The second was that of the Marquis de Gesvres, whose wife brought an action against him for separation (io, 199-200) . The bishop's tribunal, before whom the case came, decided that the husband should be examined by surgeons and the wife by matrons. The case lasted for a long time, causing a great deal of amusement except to the couple who nearly died of shame, and was only terminated by the death of the wife. The thirdcase of impotence was that of the Marquis de Santa Cruz (I8, 424). He lost the action brought by his wife who was allowed-to marry again. Shortly afterwards a girl brought another action against him for being the fatler of her illegitimate child and gained her case, so that, as Saint-Simon remarks, he was not lucky in his law suits.
The 'prevalence of homosexualit-y in the eighteenth century, to which I have drawn attention in my paper on Casanova (1917) , especially among the clergy, is illustrated in many passages in Saint-Simon's work. Notable examples were Monsieur, the brother of Louis XIV (i, 18), the Abbe de Soubise (2, 389), the Abbe Servien (3, 341), the Duc de Vendome (I2, 28), and the Cardinal de Bouillon (12, 28) . Reference has already been made to CQurcillon whose fistula in ano was attributed to this cause. A remarkable example 6f transvestitism is furnished by the Abbe d'Entragues (I7, 376-7). This person while in exile at Caen for debauchery, was'visited by Pelletier de Sousy who found him sitting up in bed, doing fancy work, wearing a woman's lace hight cap and patches, and a row of ribbons on his night gown. His visitor mistook him at first for an improper woman and was on the point of retiring when the Abbe disclosed his identity.
Spas.-Numerous spas in France, such as Bagneres, Bareges, Bourbon, Forges, Plombieres'and Pouges, and in other countries, such as Aix-la-Chapelle, Bath, Carlsbad and Schaffhausen are mentioned in the Mefnoires. Of the French spas Bourbon seems 'to have had the greatest number of distinguished visitors, including James II and his wife (3, 85), and Mesdames de Maintenon, Saint-Simon and de Montespan (6, 46) . Saint-Simon himself went to Forges in the summer of 1707 to try and get rid of a double tertian fever which he says was only suspended by cinchona (6, 104) . As regards foreign spas Peter the Great visited Carlsbad (io, 20) , and, Lauzun (5, 36) Aix-la-Chapelle, while the Comte de Roye (I, 421) passed eighteen years in England and died at Bath in 1690.
Poisoning.-One of the dark sides of the resplendent age of Louis XIV was the frequency of real or suspect.&l cases of poisoning of which Saint-Simon reports numerous examples, though the nature of the poison is not stated. We know, however, from other sources, e.g. Cabanes and Nass, that arsenic and perchloride of mercury were the drugs usually employed. In the case of Mme de Verrue, the mistress of M. de Savoie, a powerful antidote saved her life and her beauty did not suffer, but troublesome sequels ensued (2, 439) the nature of which is not disclosed. On two occasions snuff was the vehicle in which the poison was administered. One case was that of the Comte d'Aguilar, a grandee of Spain, who was accused of having poisoned the father of the Duc d'Ossone by this means (3, 126) . The other was that of the Duc de Noailles who gave a snuff-box containing excellent Spanish snuff to the Dauphine who died after a few days' illness (IO, 79) . The king's apothecary Boulduc had no hesitation in regarding the case as one of poisoning (IO, 95, 135) , as he did later the cases of the Duc de Berri (iI, 83), the Dauphin (io, 139) , and Dauphine (io, 135) (v. infra).
Poisoning was not infrequent in the contemporary court of Spain. Thus we learn that Salazar poisoned his wife (I9, 29), just as the Duc de Popoli did his (I8, 402), so that it was facetiously said in the Spanish court that to have poisoned one's wife was a necessary condition for achieving distinction. Ferdinand of Spain was suspected of having poisoned his son-ir+-law, Philip the Handsome (3, 229), but as Prescott (Ferdinand and Isabella, 1841, 2, 395), remarks, the suspicion was unsupported by a particle of evidence. In anQther case which also occurred in Spain the Comtesse de Soissons poisoned the queen, the poison being conveyed in milk (3, 291; 6, 443) . Other cases of suspected poisoning were those by Penautier, the treasurer of Languedoc, who was involved in the Brinvilliers affair and narrowly escaped with his life (9, 418), and the Comte d'Aguilar, accused of having poisoned the Duc de Vend6me to, 207; I8, 446). The death of Madame, Henrietta of England, the first wife of Monsieur, was ascribed without hesitation to poisoning by Saint-Simon who states that no one ever had any doubt about it. Subsequent investigations, notably by Littre, Cabanes and Nass, and Funck-Brentano among others, indicate that her death was due to acute peritonitis from perforation of a peptic ulcer. --Even a slight indisposition in an important personage was liable to rouse the suspicion of poisoning,,as is shown by the attack of tonsillitis in the young king, Louis XV, when one of the court ladies caused a sensation by declaring that he was poisoned (x8, 180-1).
Post-mortem examinations.-In at least seven cases Saint-Simon, not content with living portraits of some of the principal characters in the Metmoires, also gives an account, though naturally incomplete, of their post-mortem examination.
(1) Louis XIV.-" On opening his body, which was done by Mareschal, his senior surgeon, with the usual attendants and ceremonies, all the parts were found to be complete and healthy and everything in such perfect order that it was thought he might have lived more than a century but for the errors mentioned which put gangrene into his blood. The capacity of the stomach and intestines was at least double that of men of his height, which is very extraordinary and was the cause of his being such a constantly great eater" (12, 384).
(2) Mansart.-In the case of Mansart, nephew of the famous architect, who died after an attack of colic of twelve hours' duration, the extraordinary swelling of the body after death and some spots found on opening the body gave rise to a suspicion of poisoning, but no further steps were taken (6, 244-5).
(3) Mme de Montespan.-In her case we learn no more than the fact that " this body once so perfect became the prey of the clumsiness and ignorance of the surgeon of Legendre's wife " (6, 47), (4) Duc d'Orleans (pere).-A cerebral tumour appears to have been the cause of his death. " One found on opening the body of the Duke a sort of excresence or foreign b6dy in the head which caused his death after it had reached a certain size " (8, 140).
(5) The Dauphin.-The autopsy on the Dauphin took place a littlemore than twentyfour hours after death in the presence of the whole Faculty (IO, 123). Fapon, Boudin and some others (Io, 139), were firmly convinced that death was due to poisoning, whereas Mareschal, who performed the autopsy, declared that " there were no definite signs of poisoning, that he had seen autopsies presenting the same appearance in which there had never been any suspicion of poisoning, and that the cause of their death as in that of the Dauphin was the corruption of their blood due to a violent fever".
(6) The Dauphine.-Mareschal expressed an identical opion at the autopsy of the Dauphine when Fagon and Boudin were as before in favour of poisoning (I0, 135).
(7) Mme de Berri.-The autopsy on this lady, whose death according to Saint-Simon was due to Chirac's ill-advised administration of a purgative, merely showed the existence of pregnancy and " derangement in her brain " (17, 232) .
In his will Saint-Simon expresses the desire that after death his body should be left for at least thirty hours without being touched or displaced except to ascertain that he was no longer alive, and then should be opened in two places, viz. at the root of the nose and in the throat or upper part of the chest, in order to discover for the good of the public what was the cause of his nasal obstruction and attacks of suffocation from which he had always suffered (20, 98) . There is no record, however, to my knowledge, of his wish having been carried out.
Illnesses of Louis XIV.-The Journal de la Sante' du Roi Louis XIV, published by Le Roi in 1862, contains a detailed account of the king's health from 1647 to 1711 drawn up successively by his principal physicians Vallot, D'Aquin and Fagon. The chief diseases from which he suffered during this period were smallpox (1647), a tumour in the left nipple (1653), gonorrhoea (1655) , an illness at Calais which was probably typhoid fever (1658), measles (1663), necrosis of jaw (1685), fistula in ano (1686), and numerous attacks of gout. The detailed account of his stools suggests that he suffered from chronic enteritis which was aggravated by frequent administration of purgatives and his enormous appetite. The illnesses from which the king suffered which are described in the Memoires were a continuation of the attacks of gout, " vapours ", diarrhoea, chronic enteritis and senile gangrene of the leg. His dental history is of some interest. He was born with two teeth,, which had the effect of lacerating his nurses' nipples, and at an early age suffered from dental caries. Clumsy extraction of a number of teeth gave rise to necrosis of the jaw and accounted for the inadequate chewing of his food and consequent enteritis. The loss of his teeth naturally caused the king considerable discomfort of which he complained onie day during dinner to the Cardinal d'Estrees. " Teeth "! replied the tactful ecdesiastic, "who has any nowadays?" a remark which was all themore amusing as the Cardinal still possessed a remarkably fine set, and was much appreciated by the king and those present at the meal (xI, 267).
